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itself based on an out-of-date telegram from General
Allenby's headquarters. But when we had gone a
few miles we heard definitely that the British had
withdrawn from Salt, and as it was now the 8th
May, it seemed that the only thing we could do was
to join the guns at Towana, and go back to our
original plan.
Marzuq seemed doubtful whether the guns would
be at Towana, and all my protests that there could
be no real question about it after the promises which
had been made to me by Feisal and Ja'far did not
convince him. As he refused to make any move, I
arranged to cross the line again and ride back
through Towana, along the route which the guns
must follow. I was to turn back with them when-
ever I met them, or at any rate to get them started
if they had not actually started already. An old
sheikh of the Beni Sakhr rode with me, who was
supposed to be showing the way, but I saw to my
surprise that he was not making for the railway at
all, but keeping well away to the east of the line.
When I pointed out that this would not suit me, as
I was to go through Towana to meet the guns, he
looked at me pityingly and asked whether I really
thought that the guns had started. I said I supposed
so. He said : " I will take all responsibility for
your missing the guns if they have indeed started.
Let us go down the east of the line, as it is much
better going, and we shall get to Fagieh earlier
that way."
We crossed the line just by Abu Jerdun and ar-
rived at Fagieh late that night, only to find that
the old man was perfectly right. Not only had the
guns not started, but there was apparently no
prospect of their starting at all, the difficulty being